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DAVID EARLL - BRASS

Dr. David Earll joined the Ithaca College School of Music in 2018 and presently serves as the 
Professor of Tuba/Euphonium. In addition to his work with the IC Tuba/Euphonium Studio, Dr. Earll

coaches chamber music ensembles and offers seminars in the pedagogy of breathing for 
woodwind/brass players and vocalists. Prior to his appointment at Ithaca College, Dr. Earll taught at 

the University of Wisconsin-Platteville as the Assistant Professor of Tuba, Euphonium, and 
Trombone; and at Mesa Community College as the Adjunct Professor of Tuba/Euphonium. David 
currently plays with The Northern Lights Duo, The International Willson Low Brass Quintet, the Cayuga 

Chamber Orchestra, the Symphoria Orchestra, and the Ithaca Brass. He has also performed with 
the Dubuque Symphony Orchestra, Ensemble Nouveau, Sam & Dave's Brass Extravaganza, the Paris-

based Opus 333 Quatuor de Saxhorns, the Tallgrass Brass Band, the Tempe Symphonic Wind Ensemble, 
the University of South Dakota Faculty Brass Quintet, Salt River Brass Band, and the Boston-

based Nautilus Brass Quintet.

David is in demand as a solo artist, chamber musician, clinician, and adjudicator in both the United 
States and abroad. Beyond his active work as a national artist, David has also performed in Hong 

Kong, Germany, Austria, Switzerland, France, Spain, and the Netherlands. Some of his recent work 
as a performer and clinician includes: Spanish Association of Tubas and Euphoniums Festival Madrid 

(2018), Central Minnesota Low Brass Summit (2018), The Midwest Trombone/Euphonium 
Conference (2018, 2016), The North American Brass Band Association Convention (2018, 2017), 
The Great Plains Regional Tuba/Euphonium Conference (2017), Electrobrass II Conference (2017), 

The Big 12 Trombone Conference (2017), The International Tuba/Euphonium Conference 
(2016,2012,2010), The Third Practice 2015 Electroacoustic Music Festival, The 41st International 

Computer Music Conference (2015), The University of Iowa Octubafest (2014), 2013 Tuba 
Recital/Clinic at the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, and The University of the 

Cumberlands Low Brass Days (2011).

David completed his Doctorate of Musical Arts in Tuba Performance at Arizona State University 
under the tutelage of Dr. Deanna Swoboda and received the 2016 Clifford Bevan Award for 

Excellence in Research for his D.M.A. dissertation. Dr. Earll also holds a Master of Music in Tuba 
Performance (Arizona State University, where he served as a Teaching Assistant for Professor Sam 

Pilafian), and a Bachelor of Music in Music Performance at the University of South Dakota. In 
addition to his awards for research, David has won awards for artistry including the Northern 

Trust/Piper Enrichment Award.

David Earll is a Willson Tuba Artist, and performs exclusively on the Willson 3200 F Tuba and the 
Willson 3050 CC Tuba.

For more information, including an updated performance schedule, please visit Dr. Earll’s website 
at www.davidearll.com.

http://www.davidearll.com/


SARAH JANE YOUNG -
WOODWINDS

Currently on faculty at the University of West Florida and Bethune-Cookman University, Dr. 
Sarah Jane Young has performed with the Tallahassee Symphony since 2005 and the 
Pensacola Symphony since 2007 after having begun her orchestral career with the 

Wallingford Symphony Orchestra in Connecticut. After receiving her Master’s degree from 
Florida State University, Sarah Jane was selected as the Professor of Flute at the King 
Hussein Foundation National Music Conservatory in Amman, Jordan. While there, she 

served as Principal Flute with the Amman Symphony Orchestra and the Amman Sinfonietta, 
as well as the National Music Conservatory Woodwind Quintet. She has performed for 
both Queen Noor (Queen Consort of Jordan) and Princess Muna al-Hussein (Princess 
consort of Jordan). As a soloist and chamber musician, she has performed in Canada, 
England, Jordan, Costa Rica, Belgium, Italy, Bolivia, and throughout the United States. 

Performance venues include Sprague Hall, Woolsey Hall, Jerash South Theater in Jordan, 
Carnegie Hall, and Lincoln Center. She has had the honor to share the stage with such 
prestigious artists as Gunther Schuller, Christopher O’Riley, J. K. Simmons, and Renée 

Fleming.

As a chamber musician Sarah Jane currently performs with Bold City Contemporary 
Ensemble based in Jacksonville, Florida, a featured ensemble at the TEDx Jacksonville 2018 

Conference. She is a founding member of Traverso Colore, a baroque flute ensemble; 
founding member of the Coreopsis Wind Quintet winner of the Promising Young Artist 

Competition; founding member of Duo Velocipede, an adventurous flute and saxophone duo 
specializing in the music of Neil Anderson-Himmelspach; and founding member of award 

winning new music ensemble What Is Noise.

She has performed as a guest artist at the National Institute of Music in Costa Rica, Harford 
Community College in Maryland, Furman University, the University of North Carolina at 
Ashville and Chapel Hill, James Madison University, University of Missouri, Florida State 

University, Webster University, the Conservatory of Music in Bolivia, University of Florida, 
and Troy University. She served on faculty at the FSU Summer Band Camp, Montelione

Music Camp, and is currently on faculty at the Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp.

While at Florida State she studied with Eva Amsler and completed her treatise: A Survey of 
Orchestral Excerpt Books for the Flute. She received her Bachelor of Music degree from the 

University of Massachusetts where she studied with Christopher Krueger.



JORDAN WOOD -
PERCUSSION

Jordan Wood is the principal percussionist for 
the Pensacola Symphony, Pensacola Opera, 

Pensacola Children's Chorus, and the Northwest 
Florida Symphony. He also performs frequently 
with the Perdido Brass (on percussion) and at 
church (not necessarily percussion). He has 

taught band, orchestra, chorus, guitar, and musical 
theater. He holds a bachelor's degree in music 
education from the University of Cincinnati's 
College Conservatory of Music. When not 
making music, he enjoys reading all sorts of 
books and spending time with his wife, four 

children, as well as their cats and dog.



CATHY ANDERSON - HARP

Catherine Anderson has been an active professional freelance 
harpist and teacher in New Orleans since 1996. She is the solo 

harpist for the New Orleans Ritz-Carlton tearoom, charter 
member of the acclaimed chamber music group Musaica, and 
on the faculty at Tulane University. She received a BM and MM 
in harp performance from Indiana University School of Music, 

with additional studies at Oberlin Conservatory and the 
Salzedo Harp Colony. Catherine is married to LPO Principal 

Bassist and composer David Anderson, and together they have 
premiered a number of his duos for bass and harp. Also a 

Certified Music Practitioner through the Music for Healing and 
Transition Program, she plays live, interactive music at the 

bedside to bring beauty and healing to those suffering from 
illness. Catherine was awarded the 2020 Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the American Harp Society for her many years of 

volunteer service.



MARTIN PALACIOS -
STRINGS

Martin Palacios graduated magna cum laude with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Music and 
with a Master of Arts degree in Music from Pensacola Christian College. While at PCC, he 

performed with the college’s string quartet in residence and performed on national 
television with Rejoice in the Lord telecast. He competed and won several competitions 

involving the undergraduate and graduate concerto divisions, solo strings, and original music 
composition. In the the spring of 2017 Martin completed his second masters in music for 

Suzuki Pedagogy at the University of Memphis.

Before moving to Tennessee, Martin worked at Pensacola Christian Academy as a music 
instructor teaching private lessons for violin, viola, and cello students, as well as conducted 
the intermediate string orchestra. Several of his private students won scholarships while 
participating in the annual Pensacola Music Teachers Association sonata competition in 
Florida. As a graduate assistant at PCC, Martin has also taught private lessons at the 

collegiate level. In the summer of 2013, he accepted an opportunity to teach at the Curacao 
Summer Music Camp in the Netherlands Antilles where he performed in solos and chamber 

groups, conducted the advanced string orchestra, and taught private lessons. Currently, 
Martin teaches Suzuki Violin/Viola lessons at the Bellevue Baptist Church School of 

Performing Arts and Germantown Baptist Conservatory of Music. He performs as principal 
second violin with the Jackson Symphony in Tennessee and is a substitute violinist with the 

Memphis Symphony, and freelances around Memphis.

Martin believes that music is more than just an art, but rather it is a tool that fashions and 
builds character in the life of musicians. Music students learn analytical and aural skills. 

Students learn to budget time, to pursue excellence, and to conquer any arising difficulty in 
music. Martin further believes that music is to be shared with others, to build and edify the 

body of Christ, and to glorify God. Since the prophet Isaiah proclaimed, “The Lord was 
ready to save me: therefore we will sing my songs to the stringed instruments all the days of 

our life in the house of the Lord,” Martin believes that music, whether teaching or 
performing, should glorify God.

During his free time, Martin enjoys discovering and listening to new music and classical 
artists. He brings his imagination to life through composing, arranging music, and even 

drawing. One could call him a music nerd since he really never leaves his music to rest, but 
rather continues to explore the vast world of music as both a profession and a hobby.



KATRIN MEIDELL - STRINGS

Violist Katrin Meidell, DMA, enjoys a prolific career as a performer, 
pedagogue, and lecturer. Her diverse abilities have taken her across the 

USA, to Canada, Finland, Austria, Poland, Brazil, the Netherlands, and New 
Zealand. A strong proponent of new music, she consistently premieres 

works commissioned by and written for her. In addition to frequent solo 
and orchestral engagements, she performs chamber music on a regular 
basis, often with Violet (www.duetviolet.com), of which she is a founding 
member. Orchestrally, she has performed with the Indianapolis and Fort 

Worth Symphonies, the Fort Wayne and Boston Philharmonics, and 
orchestras throughout Georgia, Indiana, Texas, and Oklahoma.

In addition to blogging about her musical life at www.katrinmeidell.com, 
Meidell has been published in the Journal of the American Viola Society, and 

now serves as a proud Board Member for the organization.

She is a Karen Tuttle Coordination pedagogue, with recent master class 
engagements at the International Viola Congress (Netherlands), and the 
Poznań International Viola Forum (Poland). Meidell holds degrees from 

Boston University, New England Conservatory, and the University of North 
Texas. She taught at Ball State University from 2013-2018, and has taught at 

the Schwob School of Music, Columbus State University, since Fall 2018.

When not working, she enjoys outdoor activities and knitting.

http://www.duetviolet.com/
http://www.katrinmeidell.com/


SEAN HAWTHORNE -
STRINGS

Dr. Sean Hawthorne has gained international recognition for his achievements as a 
chamber musician, orchestral musician, soloist and educator. He was appointed as the 
assistant professor of cello at East Tennessee State University in 2018. Dr. Hawthorne 

received his DMA from Stony Brook University in 2018, after having earned a 
Bachelor’s Degree from The Juilliard School and a Master’s Degree from the Royal 

Conservatoire of The Hague. His primary teachers were Richard Aaron, Michel 
Strauss and Colin Carr.

Dr. Hawthorne has enjoyed an active and far-reaching orchestral career performing 
with orchestras such as the National Arts Centre Orchestra of Canada, the Royal 
Philharmonic in London, and the Residentie Orkest in The Hague. He served as 

principal cellist of the National Repertory Orchestra for two years, during which 
time he was featured twice as a soloist, performing Strauss’s Don Quixote and 

Tchaikovsky’s Variations on a Rococo Theme. In 2014, Dr. Hawthorne was selected as 
the Institute for Orchestral Studies cello apprentice with the National Arts Centre 

Orchestra under Maestro Pinchas Zukerman. He has also been a member of a 
number of renowned summer festival orchestras, including the Eastern Music Festival 

Orchestra and the Spoleto Festival USA Orchestra.

As a chamber musician, Dr. Hawthorne has collaborated with musicians such as Colin 
Carr, Arnaud Sussmann, Jennifer Frautschi, and members of the Emerson String 

Quartet. He has been a featured artist in venues such as Carnegie Hall and Alice Tully 
Hall in New York, the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam, the Dr. Anton Philipszaal in The 

Hague, and Casa da Música in Porto. He has studied chamber music under the 
tutelage of the Juilliard String Quartet, the Emerson String Quartet, Gilbert Kalish, 

Sylvia Rosenberg, Donald Weilerstein, Timothy Eddy, and David Finckel.

As a teacher, Dr. Hawthorne has held positions at Stony Brook University and 
Eastern Music Festival. He established himself as a sought after teacher for young 

cello students in the New York area, serving as cello instructor at the Herald Music 
School, the Joyous Music School and the Music Academy of Long Island. Students of 
Dr. Hawthorne’s have been accepted into top music programs, such as the Juilliard 

Pre-College program



RON BRENDEL - VOICE

Ron is a fun-loving fellow! He’s been “doing music” since high 
school, when he sang in choirs and ensembles, and sang 

Charlie Dalrymple in “Brigadoon.” He went to college and 
kept singing…choirs, solos, festivals…then on to graduate 
school, and community and professional singing in opera, 

operetta (his first role!), oratorio, concerts, and recitals. He 
also has done significant work in choral conducting, coaching, 

church music seminars, and academic presentations 
internationally.

Ron is married to soprano Chery Brendel, and is dad to Anna 
Marie, a theatre girl. Along with singing, his responsibilities 

teaching, directing musical theatre, he is the minister of music 
at Michigan Avenue Baptist Church.

He currently serves as the Director of Graduate Programs in 
Music at Lee University in Cleveland, TN. He holds a DMA and 

MM from Temple University and a BMEd from Evangel 
University.



KATHERINE CALCAMUGGIO
DONNER - VOICE

Katherine Calcamuggio Donner is an award-winning mezzo-soprano 
who has been featured in important role and company debuts across the 

United States, eliciting kudos for her “soaring, rich voice” (The Miami 
Herald), her “polished musical and dramatic characterizations” (Kurt Weill 

Newsletter) and her “fine coloratura technique” (Philadelphia Inquirer).

Equally at home on the operatic, concert and recitals stages, she has a 
diversified performing portfolio, however, favorite roles and works include 
the comic and light-hearted operatic roles of Buttercup in HMS Pinafore 

(Union Avenue Opera), Julia Child in Bon Appetit! (Opera Lynchburg), 
Hansel in Hansel and Gretl (Syracuse Opera) to the more serious concert 
roles of the mezzo-soprano soloist in Verdi's Requiem, Beethoven's Ninth 
Symphony, and performing the soprano soloist in John Corigliano's Mr. 

Tambourine with eighth blackbird. As an active recitalist, she has travelled 
across the United States with the Piatigorsky Foundation, performing 

nearly one-hundred recitals over the last ten years. 

Dr. Calcamuggio Donner holds a Doctorate of Musical Arts from 
University of Michigan, a Master of Music from Northwestern University, 

and a Bachelor of Music from Bowling Green State University. She 
is currently an Assistant Professor of Voice at the University of Louisville.



CHRISTINA MATHIS -
PIANO

Pianist and teacher Christina Mathis began studying piano at the age of 6 and 
immediately fell in love! Christina holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Piano 
Performance from Judson College in Marion, Alabama; a Masters in Music 

Education from Liberty University in Lynchburg, Virginia; and is currently pursuing 
a Doctor of Musical Arts degree in Collaborative Piano from The University of 

Southern Mississippi. 

Christina has more than 30 years of experience as a church musician having 
served in churches throughout the Southern US and has multiple hymn 

arrangements and original compositions published through Piano Pronto 
Publishing. 

Before moving to Hattiesburg last year, Christina was a frequent collaborator in 
the North Alabama area, having accompanied for Samford University and The 

Academy of the Arts at Samford in Birmingham; several high school choirs, bands, 
solo events, and musical theater productions across Alabama; and as a staff 
accompanist at both the University of North Alabama in Florence and the 

University of Alabama in Huntsville, as well as pianist for the Shoals Chamber 
Singers in Florence.

In addition to her work as a collaborative pianist, Christina also has extensive 
experience as a music educator and adjudicator and is a Nationally Certified 

Teacher of Music (NCTM) in Piano. She has been teaching private piano lessons 
for over 30 years, and she taught in private schools throughout Alabama for 13 
years as a classroom music teacher and choral director. As a choral director, her 
high school choirs and ensembles frequently placed in state and national fine arts 

competitions. During her time as piano teacher at The School of Fine Arts in 
Decatur, Alabama, she began the annual Fine Arts Extravaganza fundraiser recital, 

presented by students of SoFA, and the Psalm 150 Faculty Recital Series, 
presented by SoFA music faculty members.



BETHANY COTHERN -
PIANO

I began playing piano at age 9, since it was customary to wait until that age to start piano 
lessons in my family. It was truly the best, most life-altering gift I have ever received. I always 
loved lessons and decided at age 16 that I would be a pianist in some capacity. Although I 
was a good piano student, my attention was divided in school by other musical activities 

(voice lessons, violin lessons) and a busy basketball season schedule. My more serious piano 
study began in college, where all of a sudden there were other people around me who loved 
making music too! It was in graduate school that I found my love of piano teaching since my 

assistantship was to teach 15 hours a week in group or private settings. 

I am a self-proclaimed “school addict.” I have always enjoyed studying, academic 
environments, mastering new things and even writing papers! After about 6 weeks of 

summer, to this day, I crave an assignment! Two of my most rewarding summers were spent 
gaining international experience. The first was a 6 week collaborative piano program in Graz, 

Austria. The second was a 3 week exploration of piano teaching techniques in Brest and 
Quimper, France. I have two Masters degrees from the University of Louisville (Piano 
Performance ‘15 and Piano Pedagogy ‘16), and am currently enrolled in a Graduate 

Certificate in Injury-Preventive Keyboard Technique at Salem College. 

The purpose of the Injury Preventive Keyboard Technique degree is to maximize our 
musicality by removing physical obstacles to our playing through the Lister-Sink Method©. 
The Method is a scientifically-informed (primarily movement sciences and neuroscience), 

research-validated approach to learning well-coordinated, injury-preventive piano technique. 
We also learn to teach students how to play as musically as possible with a well-coordinated 
technique. Pianists, especially women and children who typically have smaller hands, are far 
more susceptible to debilitating conditions like carpal tunnel syndrome and tendinitis than 

the average person. So it is not enough just to play well and be expressive: you must play in 
the safest, most biomechanically-sound way. This Certificate program--which views the 
pianist as an athlete as well as an artist--is why I moved from Louisville, KY to Winston-
Salem, NC. This deeper understanding of how our brains and bodies work has forever 

changed the way I think about the piano. I am finally getting clear physical instructions to 
match my artistic aims, and I look forward to passing these philosophies of compelling music 

making with healthy physical coordination down to my students in North Carolina!



RACHEL ACUFF - PIANO

Rachel Acuff serves as adjunct instructor of piano and oboe at Maryville 
College and as a faculty member of the Suzuki Piano School of Knoxville. She 
holds a Bachelor of Music degree in Oboe Performance and a Master of Music 
degree in Collaborative Piano from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. She 
directed the Preparatory Piano Program at Maryville College from 1999-2006 
and previously served in adjunct positions at Carson-Newman University and 
Walters State Community College. She is a former member of the Maryville 

College-Community Orchestra and the Oak Ridge Symphony and served as a 
staff coach/accompanist at the University of Tennessee for ten years.

Ms. Acuff was the recipient of the Knoxville Music Teachers Association’s Teacher 
of the Year award in 2001 and 2012 and was named the Tennessee Music Teachers 

Association’s Teacher of the Year in 2001. In 2018 she was presented with the 
MTNA Foundation Fellow Award at the MTNA National Conference in Orlando, 
FL. She also is a six-time recipient of the Tennessee Governor’s School of the Arts 

Outstanding Teacher Certificate.

Over thirty of her students have received TMTA competition awards in both 
woodwind and piano areas and four of her students have represented the state of 
Tennessee in the MTNA Regional Southern Division Competitions. Her students 

have performed as concerto soloists with several local community/youth 
orchestras and as featured soloists with orchestras in the Minneapolis, 

Washington D.C. and Boston areas. Students from her studio have been selected 
to perform in master classes and concerts at national conferences of the Suzuki 

Association of the Americas and have participated in Suzuki workshops and 
summer festivals throughout the country.

She is an active member of the Music Teachers National Association, Suzuki 
Association of the Americas, National Federation of Music Clubs, American 

College of Musicians, and the Blount County Keyboard Teachers Association.



MEGHAN BARTSCH - PIANO

Meghan Bartsch is a vibrant performer who “fosters a spirit of collaboration and high-level 
artistry; she is effortlessly aware, sensitive, and present” (Jeremiah Sanders, Performer’s 

Diploma candidate at Indiana University). A Minnesota native, Meghan attended Pensacola 
Christian College in Pensacola, Florida, graduating summa cum laude in 2013 with a Bachelor 
of Arts in Music, Piano Emphasis and in 2015 with a Master of Arts in Music, Piano Emphasis. 
During her time at PCC, Meghan studied piano with artist-in-residence Daisy de Luca Jaffé

and organ with Pitagoras Concalves, winning commencement awards in both piano and 
organ solo as well as chamber music. As a graduate assistant at PCC, Meghan worked with 

both the Symphonic Choir and the Symphonic Band, serving as accompanist and 
instructional assistant to the directors. 

Meghan has been in Indianapolis since graduating from Butler University in 2017. As a 
graduate student, Meghan studied under Dr. Kate Boyd, earning a Master of Music in Piano 
Performance while also holding an assistantship in collaborative piano. She has served as a 
collaborative pianist in a variety of settings at Butler and beyond: accompanying for lessons, 
studio classes, masterclasses, student and faculty recitals, choral concerts, new music recitals, 

pop up opera, and the Butler Theatre Department’s production of The Threepenny Opera. 
One of Meghan’s most exiting artistic endeavors has come through her collaboration with 
fellow PCC graduate, Victor Andzulis, in the context of their piano duo, Outside the Box. 

Meghan is an avid teacher who maintains an active studio in Indianapolis through the Butler 
Community Arts School and Make a Joyful Noise Studio. Meghan served as the secretary of 
the Music Teacher’s National Association chapter at Butler for two years and has presented 
sessions at the 2016 and 2017 Collegiate Pedagogy Symposiums. In addition to her private 

teaching, Meghan works as an adjunct instructor and staff pianist at Butler University, serves 
as music director at Franklin Central Christian Church and Southport United Methodist 
Church, and freelances in the Indianapolis area. This past summer, she attended the Vienna 
Summer Music Festival, where she was the rehearsal and orchestral piano for the world 
premiere of The Bridesmaids, a one-act opera by Scott Joiner, assisted with productions of 
the La Bohéme and Die Zauberflöte, and performed in art song and chamber music recitals 

throughout the festival. 



ERICA SIPES - PIANO

Erica Ann Sipes, pianist, received her bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees in piano performance from the Eastman 
School of Music. She has been an adjunct faculty member 

and staff pianist at Radford University and at the 
Governor’s School for the Arts, and has freelanced as a 

piano collaborator and coach in Michigan, Idaho, and 
Virginia. For three years she has led the piano intensive 

program at the Roanoke Youth Orchestra’s Summer 
Institute. She is a founding member and pianist of the 
Alma Ensemble, a trio dedicated to featuring music 

composed by women and has also launched a YouTube 
channel called Piano Music, She Wrote with the same 
aim. Ms. Sipes has also performed with the Roanoke 

Symphony and Amici Musicorum and has performed as a 
piano soloist with the New River Valley Symphony. In the 

summer of 2012 Erica officially launched her own 
business as a practice coach, Beyond the Notes, offering 

coachings, workshops, planning sessions, and practice 
boot-camps for anyone that could use some help with 

practicing.



LOUIE HEHMAN - PIANO

Louie Hehman is an adjunct instructor of piano and director of 
the Preparatory Music Program at Bellarmine University, where 
he also teaches music theory. Louie is a current Doctor of the 

Musical Arts (DMA) candidate at the University of South 
Carolina, where he is remotely completing his dissertation. Louie 
is highly active as a performer, educator, clinician, and researcher, 

and has presented at the National Conference on Keyboard 
Pedagogy (NCKP), the MTNA Collegiate Symposium, and the 

Indiana, Kentucky, and South Carolina Music Teacher's Association 
State Conferences. In spring 2021, Louie will be presenting two 
sessions at the Music Teacher's National Association conference 

in Atlanta, Georgia.

In 2018, Louie spent a summer studying in Vienna, Austria under 
acclaimed Schubert interpreter Hafez Babashahi, and in the same 

year participated in the South Carolina premier of Leonard 
Bernstein's MASS. Important teachers have included Charles 
Fugo, Kate Boyd, and Meme Tunnell; pedagogy mentors have 

included Sara Ernst, Scott Price, and Karen Thickstun. Louie has 
an interest in both jazz and classical styles, and in addition to his 
coursework at South Carolina also holds an MM degree in piano 
pedagogy from Butler University and BA degrees in Music and 

History from Bellarmine University.



JOSEPH KINGMA - PIANO

American pianist Joseph Kingma, praised by the New York Concert Review as, “[coaxing] 
the listener into the music’s poetry from the very first notes of his Liszt, showing the command 

of a master and a composer’s insight…held the audience spellbound,” enjoys a prolific 
national and international career as a soloist, chamber musician, and teacher. He won 

first prize in the Franz Liszt International Piano Competition, sponsored by the 
American Liszt Society, and has won awards in the Cincinnati World Competition and 

Sorantin Young Artist International Competition. As a recitalist, he has performed on the 
Dame Myra Hess Concert Series in Chicago, the Yamaha Artist Services Performance 

Series in New York City, the Dorothy MacKenzie Price Piano Series in Toledo, the Music 
Institute of Chicago, the Timucua Arts Foundation in Orlando, the Good Shepherd 

International Concert Series in Minneapolis, L’Oasis Musicale in Montreal, and many 
others. He has performed with numerous orchestras, including the Monroe Symphony, 
Manassas Symphony, Palm Beach Atlantic Symphony, Spring Hill Orchestra, Gulf Coast 

Symphony, Chamber Orchestra of Sarasota, and Brazos Chamber Orchestra. He 
performs regularly as a chamber musician with faculty colleagues and appears as a guest 

artist with the Palm Beach Chamber Music Festival. Additionally, several of his 
performances have been featured on Chicago’s classical music radio station, 98.7 WFMT.

Joseph, an MTNA Nationally Certified Teacher of Music, is the Coordinator of the 
Keyboard Division and Assistant Professor of Piano at Palm Beach Atlantic University, 
where he teaches piano and related courses. He also runs a private piano studio. He 

regularly receives invitations from music schools, universities, and music teacher 
associations across the country to present masterclasses, adjudicate competitions, and 

perform recitals.

Joseph enjoys playing chess, running, drinking copious amounts of coffee, and relaxing on 
the beach when he’s not traveling or teaching. He graduated from the University of 

Texas at Austin with his DMA, where he studied with Anton Nel. He earned his BM and 
MM at Rice University under the tutelage of Robert Roux. He has participated in 

masterclasses and coachings with Norman Krieger, Tali Morgulis, Sandra Wright Shen, 
Alan Chow, Craig Nies, and Jon Kimura Parker. His earlier teachers include Aviram 

Reichert, Philip Pletcher, and Elena Arseniev. Joseph’s website is www.josephkingma.com.

https://www.josephkingma.com/


DEANNA MOORE - PIANO

Dr. Deanna Cash Moore serves as Professor of Music at Bob Jones 
University where she teaches piano literature at the graduate and 

undergraduate levels, teaches applied piano, and organizes departmental 
activities. She regularly performs as soloist and collaborator with students, 

faculty, and guests and she frequently gives presentations and master classes for 
students and teachers.

Deanna holds a Doctor of Musical Arts degree in Piano Performance from the 
University of South Carolina, where she studied piano and piano pedagogy 
under Scott Price. She also studied literature and pedagogy under Charles 

Fugo and Marina Lomazov. She received a B.M. and M.M. in Piano Performance 
from Bob Jones University studying under the late Laurence Hamilton Morton. 

She is Immediate Past President of the South Carolina Music Teachers 
Association and has recently been nominated as a candidate for Southern 

Division Director-elect for the Music Teachers National Association.

Deanna claims Psalm 90:17 as foundational to her teaching and performing 
within a biblical worldview: “And let the beauty of the LORD our God be upon 

us; and establish thou the work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of our 
hands establish thou it.” The idea of being a skilled performer and teacher who 

reflects a masterful creator flows naturally into literature study and recital 
preparation. Deanna mentors students not only in their musical growth but in 
their spiritual walk with the Lord, a calling she believes grows out of her own 

walk as a Christian musician. She is wife to Michael William Moore, chair of the 
Division of Music, and mother to four children. Deanna enjoys the excitement 

of a busy household, the rigor of running and swimming, and service to her 
local body of believers.



CAHILL SMITH - PIANO

Pianist Cahill Smith has performed in major venues in the United States and abroad, 
including four programs at Carnegie Hall’s Weill Recital Hall in New York, Chongqing’s 

PolyTheatre, Zhuhai’s Mozart Hall, the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum’s Calderwood Hall in 
Boston, Cleveland Museum of Art, the Royal Dublin Society’s Concert Hall, Buffalo’s Kleinhan’s

Music Hall, and Birmingham’s Alys Stephens Center. Cahill has been featured as a concerto 
soloist with the National Ukranian Symphony Orchestra in Kiev, the Mongolian Symphony 

Orchestra in Hohhot, China, the Eastman Philharmonia, the Alabama Symphony Orchestra, the 
Chattanooga Symphony, the Butler Symphony Orchestra, the Mississippi Symphony Orchestra, 
the Montgomery Symphony Orchestra, and others. His live and studio recordings have been 

broadcast on WQXR, New York’s Classical Music Radio Station, WCRB, Classical Radio 
Boston, and WSMC, Chattanooga Public Radio.

Cahill gave his first recital at Carnegie Hall’s Weill Recital Hall in 2013 with a program 
dedicated entirely to works of Nikolai Medtner. Two years later, in a review of his 2015 solo 

recital in the same venue, New York Concert Review wrote, “The entire second half was 
devoted to a special “cause” of Mr. Smith: the piano music of Nikolai Medtner […]. Here, Mr. 
Smith was in his element, revealing every twist and turn, every poignant repeat of the cyclic 

themes, with beautiful shimmering colors I haven’t heard since Gilels played the Sonata 
reminiscenza in Carnegie Hall in 1980.” Cahill has given recitals and lectures on Medtner’s

music at Yale University, the International Medtner Festival in London, and others. In January of 
2019, his debut album “Medtner: Forgotten Melodies” was featured as Classical Radio 

Boston’s “CD of the Week” for its “irresistible lyricism” and “a palpable sense of love – a real 
affinity for the directness and honesty in Medtner’s music, which goes straight to the heart.”

Cahill completed his Doctorate of Musical Arts at the Eastman School of Music, where he 
served as the teaching assistant to Natalya Antonova. At Eastman, Cahill was the inaugural 

recipient of the Douglas Lowry award for excellence in degree recital performance, won the 
Eastman Concerto Competition, received honors in chamber music, and was awarded the 
Prize for Excellence in Teaching. Cahill completed his Master’s degree at the University of 

Michigan with Arthur Greene, and his Bachelor’s at the University of Alabama at Birmingham 
with Yakov Kasman. Cahill previously served as Keyboard Area Coordinator and Artistic 

Director of the International Piano Festival and Competition at Lee University. He joined the 
faculty of Utah State University in 2019. Cahill is a Yamaha Artist.



ANNA PETROVA - PIANO

Bulgarian pianist, Anna Petrova, is praised for her “artistic, clear and enlightened” performances [BBC Magazine.] At her 
New York orchestral debut with conductor Philippe Entremont, Petrova was noted for her “ultra-smooth playing style”-

New York Fine Arts Examiner. She is an Assistant Professor of Piano at University of Louisville, KY and performs 
extensively as a soloist and chamber musician.

This season Petrova is making her debut with the Louisville Orchestra, performing the Grieg Piano Concerto with 
conductor Roderick Cox, Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 4 with the DC Strings Orchestra in Washington, DC and 

Prokofiev Piano Concerto No. 3 with Port Angeles Symphony and conductor Jonathan Pasternack. Solo engagements 
include recitals in the US and Spain, masterclasses in the US and Canada and the release of her first solo album A Slavic 

Heart, featuring works by Scriabin, Rachmaninoff, Prokofiev and Vladigerov. Additionally, Petrova is working on a two-CD 
set of the complete piano sonatas of Russian composer Samuil Feinberg for NAXOS. She is the Artistic Director and 
Founder of the Alberto Jonás International School of Music in Valencia, Spain and one of the founding members of the 

Festival Malaga Clasica.

Highlights of recent seasons include a recording of Stravinsky's Les Noces with the Virginia Symphony Orchestra and 
conductor JoAnn Falletta, Virginia Arts Festival (NAXOS, 2016); a solo tour of China; performances of Rachmaninoff 

Rhapsody on a theme by Paganini and the Second Concerto, Prokofiev First and Third Piano Concertos, and the 
Beethoven Triple Concerto. At her return engagement with the Monterey Symphony Orchestra, CA, the Peninsula 

Reviews wrote: “There was a lot of vitality in her crisp playing […]bringing out in Petrova an impetuous excitement that 
stirred the audience to its feet!”- Lyn Bronson.

Prizewinner of numerous international competitions, including the José Roca (Spain), Bösendorfer (Bulgaria) and Maria 
Yudina (Russia), Petrova was a semifinalist at the Queen Elizabeth International Piano Competition in Belgium, where she 
performed as a soloist with the Royal Chamber Orchestra of Wallonia under Paul Goodwin. Other conductors she has 

worked with include Max Bragado-Darman, Bruno Aprea, Ramón Tébar, and Francisco Valero – Terribas.

She has given solo recitals in halls such as Carnegie’s Weill Recital Hall, Amsterdam’s Concertgebouw, Brussels’ 
Conservatoire Royal, Chicago’s Preston Bradley Hall, Vienna’s Bösendorfer Hall, Auditorio Ciudad de Leon, Spain and 

Palau de la Musica Valencia, Spain. Her performances have been broadcast on National Public Radio Performance Today, 
New York’s WQXR, Chicago’s WFMT, and Bulgarian National Radio and Television.

A passionate chamber musician, Petrova is a member of two ensembles: the viola-piano Carr-Petrova Duo and the 
clarinet-viola-piano Iris Trio. During the past two seasons the Carr-Petrova duo toured internationally with the 

interdisciplinary project Novel Voices Refugee Aid Project, presenting interactive performances and workshops to refugee 
communities. This season the Duo release their debut album "Novel Voices" to critical acclaim on the Melos label and 

made their Carnegie Hall debut in October, 2019.

The Iris Trio recently toured Germany with an innovative program featuring contemporary composers and recorded their 
debut album "Hommage and Inspiration" with works by Schumann, Mozart, Kurtág and Weiss. Their future engagements 

include a CD release tour of Canada and Germany in 2021.

Petrova holds a Doctor of Musical Arts degree from Manhattan School of Music, where her main teachers have been 
Horacio Gutiérrez and André-Michel Schub.


